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5^ PROTECTING FROM THE CRIMINAL 

during 1913. "The State Board of Control is proceeding with great caution 
in exercising the authority granted it by the legislature in this statute. . . . 
The operation of vasectomy was performed upon twenty-two males during the 
months of July and August, 1915, and that of salpingectomy upon thirty-five 
females during the summer of 1916. Up to date about one hundred feeble- 
minded individuals have been so treated, of whom some sixty were women. 
All such patients have made speedy recovery and no bad physical effects have 
resulted. All are being kept under observation and reports are being made to 
the State Board of Control from time to time. No serious opposition to the 
operation for sterilization has been encountered. On the contrary, some of the 
more intelligent parents of the patients have favored it." — From Eugenical 
News, May, 1918. 

Protecting You from the Criminal and Protecting the Criminal from 
Himself. — One of the strongest advocates of the plan to establish a Psycho- 
pathic Hospital in California is Chief of Police August Vollmer of Berkeley. 

A bill will be introduced in the 1919 session of the California Legislature 
to provide a Psychopathic Hospital, and in support of this proposed legislation 
Chief Vollmer has written the following appeal : 

It would be difficult to picture a more unjust method of dealing with our 
delinquents than the one now in vogue. 

Gross injustice to prisoners is common, due to lack of understanding 
fundamental causes of prisoner misconduct. 

All types are permitted to associate in our penal institutions, with disastrous 
results to both transgressors and society. 

No thought is given to factors responsible for the individual's criminal 
act — whether caused by physical or mental disorder or committed by a victim 
of circumstances. 

The real purpose of our criminal courts and entire penal system is to 
prevent crime; and yet how impossible the task unless we consider all the 
causes of crime. 

Medicine now deals with the causes rather than the effects of diseases and 
plagues. To prevent malaria and yellow fever the breeding places of the 
mosquito are removed; typhoid danger is minimized by fly control and proper 
sanitation ; rats are exterminated to destroy the fleas which in turn cause 
plagues ; and fresh air, sunshine and wholesome food have reduced the death 
rate from white plague. That the principle involved should be applied to the 
prevention of crime can not be denied by any one who believes in crime pre- 
vention. 

Careful study of small groups in this and other countries has resulted in 
such success that the need of universal study of delinquency and its causes is 
apparent. 

Investigation of youthful "repeaters" in Chicago by Dr. William Healy 
proved that the factors responsible for delinquency are more numerous than 
we ever believed possible and to a large extent subject to control. 

A thorough psychiatrical, neurological, psychological, serological and medical 
examination supplemented by sociological investigation by field workers should 
be conducted in the case of every delinquent. With the results of these in- 
vestigations before him every judge should be able to act intelligently and 
protect the rights of the individual and society as well. 
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All offenders do not commit crimes because of some inherent weakness or 
defect, but we are entitled to a reasonable suspicion that lack of inhibition 
may be due to mental or physical causes. All authorities agree that feeble- 
mindedness, epilepsy and mental diseases are crime factors, but they are not 
agreed as to the particular part each plays. 

Morons provide one of the serious problems in handling criminal classes. 
Dr. H. H. Goddard estimates that 25 per cent of the criminal population are 
morons who because of mental weaknesses are not reformable and are a con- 
stant menace to society. Unable to hold positions they must steal or starve. 

Investigrations have shown that more than 50 per cent of the women 
detained for sexual offenses are feeble-minded. 

Is it not better to determine by psychological examination which of our 
criminals are morons and cause them to be placed in institutions with their 
own kind for an indefinite period? Here they would be understood and only 
required to do what they were capable of understanding. These persons get 
along well when segregated under proper supervision and could be taught to 
do simple things at less cost to the State than if permitted to run at large. 
Permanent segregation lessens their opportunity to beget their kind. 

One other group more difficult to recognize and handle is composed of 
psychopaths, who are individuals suffering from some form of mental disease. 
Their abnormal conduct is commonly defined by the layman as "Deliberate 
viciousness," but they are in fact in need of medical attention. Some respond 
rapidly to treatment. Others need prolonged attention and still others are 
incurable and should be confined in an institution. 

Epilepsy contributes to delinquent tendencies. Murders accompanied by 
brutality or mutilation, sex offenses and violent assaults characterize the 
epileptics. 

The public should not criticize too harshly the police, probation, penal and 
parole systems because of their failure to prevent crime, but there is no ex- 
cuse for continuing our present methods of dealing with offenders in view of 
the information at hand. 

Every effort should be made to classify the many types that are con- 
santly filling our institutions, and treat them humanely and intelligently. Why 
send to prison men and women who are merely victims of atrocious environ- 
ment, who need only a friendly hand and an opportunity to make good? Why 
confine for a definite period the person suffering from some mental or physical 
defect and then return him to society with the same criminal tendencies which 
caused him to commit his first crime? It would be just as sensible to sentence 
a tubercular patient to serve one week in a hospital. Why release from custody 
the delinquent who under no circumstances or in any kind of environment 
will be anything else but a criminal? 

The need of a Psychopathic Hospital in every municipality with a popu- 
lation of 100,000 or more is apparent to all who have given the matter serious 
thought. The Psychopathic Hospital for smaller communities may be 
identified with the county hospital and should be affiliated with a medical school 
wherever one exists. If connected with the county hospital, it should be sep- 
arate and apart from the wards, to prevent the contact of psychopathic patients 
with other patients. 
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What opportunity for an adequate estimate of an accused person is 
afforded a judge today? How much can he determine about a prisoner whom 
he has never seen and whose behavior in the few brief hours the justice 
does observe him in court will assuredly be artificial and assumed? 

The psychopathic hospital would offer the judge in whose hands a man's 
life and liberty are to lie the opportunity of learning his physical and mental 
condition with the needed degree of accuracy. It could confer the same 
opportunity upon the probation and police officers and upon district attorneys. 
It would, in short, be one more aid towards a scientific, practicable and just 
disposition of the problems of crime and the criminal. — Issued by the Woman's 
Christian Temperance Union, San Francisco, Cal. 

A Social and Psychiatric Survey of an Industrial Plant. — [The follow- 
ing is the report of a survey of an industrial plant made recently by Dr. Ball, 
a psychiatrist who for a number of years has practiced on the Pacific Coast. 
It has in it a great deal of merit from the viewpoint of those who are interested 
in improving the conditions of labor and the public health. — Ed.1 

Subject: Preliminary report on observations made during a two-day 
survey of an industrial plant in California. 

Sources of Information: Direct observation, interviews with heads of de- 
partments, and with employes. 

Diagnosis : Output lowered and produced at excessive cost (i. e., greater 
and better output could be attained at cost of present output if present ab- 
normal conditions are corrected). 

Causative Factors : A — Labor Inefficiency, due to 

1. Physical defects. 

2. Nervous defects. 

, , , (Pathological. 

3. Mental defects {psychological. 

4. Character defects. 

5. Peculiar traits. 

6. Vocational misfits. 

7. Racial peculiarities. 

8. Unhygienic working conditions. 

B — Time Loss, due to 

1. Loafing on the job. 

2. Visiting. 

3. Making material for own use. 

4. Improper communication facilities. 

5. Present method of issuing supplies. 

6. Present method of distributing labor. 

C — Social Factors: 

1. Defective employment methods : 

(a) Improper facilities for receiving applicants. 

(b) Unsatisfactory application blank. 

(c) No provision for human salvage. 

(d) No provision for medico-psychological examinations. 



